rebuilding los angeles:
downtown’s rennaisance

DOROTHY PARKER, THE WELL KNOWN WRITER AND HUMORIST,
ONCE SAID, “LOS ANGELES IS SEVENTY-TWO SUBURBS IN SEARCH
OF A CITY.” WELL, THE SEARCH IS OVER. LOS ANGELES IS IN THE

PROCESS OF BECOMING.

On April 14th, 1999, it was a pleasant seventy-three
degrees in L.A. The Clippers were on a roll, winning
consecutive games in their new home art the Staples
Center. In the stuffy chambers of City Hall, the LA
City Council approved the Adaptive Reuse Ordinance
(ARO), paving the way, literally, for unprecedented
growth that would transform the decaying and
blighted L.A. landscape. The stated ARO purpose was
to facilitate “the conversion of older, economically
distressed or historically significant buildings to
live/work units or wvisitor-serving facilities.™ The
ARO also awarded generous incentives for new
developments, allowing them to bypass the labyrinth
of rules and regulations that stall projects in the
planning process for vears. The result of the ARO
and its mandate of a “twenty-four hour city™ has
been the completion of 7,000 residential units, with
another 6,800 under construction and 4,000 under
consideration, according to the Downtown Center
Business Improvement Districr.

Major ventures like the two billion dollar Grand
Avenue project—a mix of 2,600 condos, a hotel,
400,000 square feet of commercial space, and L.A.
Live, a highly anticipated sports mega-complex—
are spearheading the $10 billion transformaron.
Architects such as Frank Gehry and firms like TVA
from Portland (designers of the massive Nike World
Campus) are bringing their talents to help transform
the City of Angels into a heavenly refuge of commerce
and vitality. “This isn’t New York; it’s not Paris,”
Gehry said. “Ir’s a different image and we're struggling
to find it.™ That struggle can be seen on a micro level
as individual neighborhoods seek to carve ourt their
own identities. Seventh Avenue, between Figueroa
and Olive, has become Restaurant Row. The Arts
District near the L.A. River is, once again, a haven for
Bohemian artists. “It’s not piecemeal development,”
says K. Marie Lim, a realtor with Amalh Estates. “It’s
a comprehensive plan. People want the “high-end
boutique experience.”
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